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Safety at work instructions for work in biological 

hoods 

 

Safety Guidelines for Working in Biological Hoods 

1. Choose the hood type most suitable for the kind of work and the biological agent with which 

you plan to work with. 

2. Ensure that the hood was inspected, its compliance was confirmed and it has a valid 

serviceable tag. Do not work in a biological hood that is not compliant. 

3. Plan the work ahead. Checklist: equipment, materials and an SOP (=Safety Operating 

Procedure). 

4. Make sure air passage is enabled, including through the sash. 

5. Ensure less movement of persons in the room. 

6. Use sterile work techniques. 

7. Switch on the hood at least five (5) minutes before commencing work, or as indicated by the 

manufacturer. 

8. Place only equipment and materials required inside the hood.  

9. Wait for three (3) additional minutes to flush the equipment with the filtered air. 

10. Perform work patiently. 

11. Upon completion, wait for at least three (3) additional minutes for the air to flush the hood's 

surroundings. If the hood is used frequently, allow it to work during throughout the day. 

12. Do not use the hood for storage. 

 

 

 


